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^it I.—Siint III. 

Agrip., \aside.'\ Neglect of God may slie be 

Sore to me come the hal f-furgotten words 

that long ago the future's wilnessere 

with no mysterioiiB portent whispered me: 

If NerB rule you pay il with your life. 

Lei my son rule at that dear price, I thought, 

condition and its forfeit yet to come 
th&t friglit me with tlie little fear I know- 
To day I lost through merest womanliness 
the man'9 place that ambition earned for me. 
I'll wrench the ptophecj. I will not die ; 
I'll scant their meaning, though I overtnrn 
the world to dumb their jubilHlion, glad 
that their shall see rae fall- The gods on it 
that I. will win against this spoken doom ! 

Seneca. Madam, the council is not yet dissolved : 
there's imminent business still upon onr hands, 
when joa are ready, niadam- 

Agrippina \asidi.'\ She and I ! 

That there's a heart in man where there's a choice ! 
He is too yonng, too vouuk ; it was too soon. 
Come, gentlemen, wliat say you? Business? Ye». 



alt of me in one imperative need, 
and called across the mountains, wlien I ran 
in barefoot silence, loufi, breath-broken charms, 
that echo o'er our Btill faun-haimt«d vilds, 
and teach the untaught wildling to say loTe. 
O ! let me hear again these passioned songs, 
tuned to the still wood's chorus ; let me fly 
aj^ain half hidden bj the modest leaves, 
'n^n>in niust laugh as fleetest — except him 
he could outrun me, he could pass my speed ; 
for I must wait to hear more clear his lone, 
tarth-Bcented voice, that restless leaves have taught 
their melancholy — aye, the deep-toned fall 
liQB touched his tongue ; the scattered voices shrill 
of lonely birds, of all small living things, 
have blent their low calls in his harmony. 
Him would I hear forever bring again 
to these cold stately palace vistas, thoughts 
of my old, young life. 'Twas yesterday he sang, 
leaning upon his window's sunlit bars, 
80 that I called back to him,^ — there I'll go. 

\Exil AcTK 
Nero. In God's name, fool, who is that she means 
jinicetus. Who is it? Why, Brilannicus. 
Niro. He sing ? 

I make out from her tantrums that he sings. 
He has no training, practice? I have heard 
only a simple, rudely tempered hymn 
learned from a slave, a savage melody. 
Whv does she like it? — You're a slave. 

Anicilus. They say 

that his unnurtured gift cannot be taught; 
his masters will not harm his special skill 
with any forcing from its native bent ; 
80 the slaves say. 

Nero. I'll hear him sing again. 

I do not like to think he sings. I sing. 
He'll sing before us at the festival. 
We m^t be rf a-ly too. 



who Blande a little lower, should benare 
to face aa rival to the least offense 
his better; in equipment, or in grace 
of dignity or wisdom, that beet deok 
tbe Boldier, — and hb emperor. 

Nero. I, as chief, 

endure no contest tlien that ranks a man? 

Burrus. Not where a similar condition holds 
of near egualily. It honors ub, 
and not diRhooors you, that you require 
our wisdom come with rears to execute 
with righteousnesB the laws, for you are young 
though emperor, and cannot for your youth 
be wise by long eiperience- You should try 
to reach tJiat wisdom quickly, for you know 
that Romans to this time have not been used 
to see their emperor seconding a first. 
'Tis dangerous. 

Aero. We will not fence l«-day; 

the lesson you have (aught Bte from (he Bwords 
has shown me other practice. I will think 
and act, convinced. I thank you for your words. 



Nero. Drink ! 

Drink to her warlike beauty, Burrus 1 

Barrus. Drink ! 

And did we not lliat eveninj; marlam ! Long 
had we fuiiglit all day nnd finnl victory, — 

Nera. Drink to llie lilooJ siiiincd Riinian liulchera! 

Barrus. Drink 1 

We saved none and were slrong ; yiclorions 
leaped in their trendies— 

A'ero. Were lliey diRged with epadcs? 

Burrus. Stone Bhovels that the patient women shaped. 

Otho. Drink to the patient women shovelling stones ! 

Burrus. i've drunk enough, and as we drank you cried 
To-day viMs bravest ? He may kiss my lips ! 

Agrip. Enough sir, we're no longer young, — 

Nero. Bnt drink 

to bravest Burrus, for he kissed her! 

Burrus. Drink I 



Oiho. The women BobW,— 

Pelronius. Yes, naturally,— 

that everr one knows well ihe mnrder's agent, 
and Ihe dread anieni> the old queen foreuutl, 
doe* not he fenr a vengeance 7 

Olho. Why should he T 

This deadly fiu-liion nil are bred (o, lease 
our lives out on uncertain tenure, writ 
within our Ctpwir'a whim. 

Pelronius. I like it not, 

for I wAsgenllier bred in Greece; for all 
I'll risk it on my Bultili'ty- You know 

;nile intimately the emperor I believe? 
gindly would talk with him, having heard 
before I came to Rome, — and therefore came, — 
that for our art's sake he would love us Greeks. 
There's much of tragic imminent in tliis court. 
The next lime I should like to witness it. 

Olho. He comes now on his way to audience, 
and always greets me, as we are old friends. 
I will preaent you when 'tis opportune, 
but do not think to find him still a boy. 
He's sobered ; for his mistress cares no more. 
He has not seen his wife since that dread night, 
she living in self willed imprisonment. 
His motlier hotda.— no more than holds, — her own 
against this new demeanour of her son. 
I think you will be welcome, for of Inle 
he's ever writing, practicing his chords, 
but not intelligently, — ignorantly. I mean, — 
forget the word, and will be glad to know 
from such as you """■■ t"'""" ■>"■' J~!^" 



40 NERO. 

where she rauat rest arnon;; the cimntillore. 
Howerer ill she Ukwi it she iuum see, 
for she sees all, that after tlila alone 
the emperor will mount the sat-Ted seat ; 
there is nu place beside him. 

Ntro. Better chance 

I could not ask to show how I can act. 
I'll Burelj \xj it; let the king come \a 
in time lo see me do it ; by ray throne 
let reKt m_r harp; the king shall hear me sinKi 
shall bow in reverence to my voice ; nij slate 
shall thus receive bis mixsion. Is it time? 
Othn I 'Tis days since we liave Kung, 1 hope 
my time hereafter will be freer; ah, 
you liave a friend? 

Olho. A learned Greek that's come 

but yesterday from Albens, — 

Pflroniui. Ilavin" hennl 

that Ri.me surpassed her in that your desire 
had willed it so. 

Nsro. No sir, our power is such 

that all can come at>out but- this ; alone 
by taking Rome (u Athens can Rome hope 
to learn the grace tbat Atbens teaches; glad 
I see you here, for very curious 
I've ijeen of late to hear direct of much 
that you can now inform me of. I hope 
the honor that my ignorance may give 
will you compensate, though I know it means 
that from that learned hill you must long rest 
here an e.^ile. pray do not cbafe at it. 
Youareacitiien? 

Pctronius, A Roman l>om. 

Niro. You'll be then of my circle. Otho, see 
that be is entertained; will you not come 
and see the ceremony ? You will hear me sinf[. 



saj, deith. 

Niro. Whoiedeath? NolI7 Araltodiel 

Notyou7 My mollier? 

Pop. There's a shame on you I 

who, ere tliiit hour is gone, I saw insull, 
before the senatura, unibatHodors, 
bill dignitariex uf nxaXe, and generals, 
a conquereit king, and armies of our slaves, 
her, wiiom you now wisli dead, your mother; for 
when she m tlie queen mother wished lo come 
and ait beside you in her valid place, 
all saw you stop her 'mid her meniala, 
and impioiujiy xcorfi her ; but lier grace, 
her drexB that gleamed deep purple, and her wna 
declared the empress ; qnickly with her hana 
she wiced tlie liauelitv Irouble from her tace: 



its heuvieet incense at your feet to see 
ita temporal lord ita god. 

Ntro. Or else afer 

north-east the Caucaaus to pioneer, 
where yet no rumor, legend, prophesy, 
has fastened expectatioa. I'll advance 
where never Roman trod ; no conqueror 
has won a triumph thence; a.nd who can tell 
what marvels may he there of men and gods, 

S 'ants and monsters, demigods; or yet 
at race we read of but now long eitinct 
of centaur, nymph and dryad, satyr, faun, 
may hold their antic sport in woody court 
under the crest of some green hill. I'll bring 
the captive monsters lo my shows at Rome, 
when Rome is Rome again and ten times Rome; 
they'll leap their dances in our spectacles, 
and a new province added. Guess can count 
nor wish devise the real total there. 

Pcirgniia. Why try to add on yet when you have all? 
Kew conquests come from new conditions. Now 
there is no war but for a longer peace. 
Yon can win a first glory far from arms ; 



being no longer loveu ; tlie b. 



and t bat is Koine's. 
Let her haHten, we a 
Petronius, we sail with next high tide. 

[£jrii Petbomidb. 
My wife 1— 

Octavia. Your wife, the empress, who would stand 
in deep deficit with her lord if he 



